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On first day of school, organize the desks into a circle, and tell the students to organize themselves alphabetically by last name.

This is an activity for kids to learn each other’s names. Teacher should time them to see how long it takes each period to organize themselves. Record the data on the board. Tell the students you are timing them to see which period can do it the fastest. This is a great cognitive strategy to see how students will work cooperatively. Teacher should look out for how students are displaying skills like problem solving and leadership qualities. 

Later, teacher can use the data to teach intro lesson on data/statistics: scatter plots, mean/median/mode, lines of best fit. 

Then, teacher passes out a class set of the 7-page syllabus document. Students will read sections aloud in class as we begin to go around the circle. This will help teacher informally evaluate literacy level. Teacher should have a copy of the document to take notes on and record ideas about each student. This is also a great way to learn students’ names during first few days of school. Student will take notes on the blank page where they and their parents will have to sign. The student’s homework will be to go home, sit down with their parents, read their notes to their parents, and have their parent sign the paper. 

Questions to pose to the students: 

Questions to consider as you take notes: 

How should you organize your paper? What is the best way to summarize each section? What abbrev. can you come up w/ to make note-taking faster + EZr? Could you make a drawing?

Dear student: 

Use the back of this paper to take notes as we read the Syllabus together.  
Your homework will be to go home, share your notes with your parent/guardian, and to have them sign this sheet of paper. 
Questions to consider as you take notes: 

How should you organize your paper? What is the best way to summarize each section? What abbrev. can you come up w/ to make note-taking faster + EZr? Could you make a drawing?

__________________________________________________________________________
I understand and agree to our Class Rules:

Student

Name:_______________________ Per:_____ Signature:  __________________________

Parent/Guardian
Name:_____________________ Relationship: __________ Signature:________________
Cell:_______________________ Email:_________________________ 

Algebra 1
Course overview

maywood academy high school
Mrs. Vasquez, Facilitator • Room _218D__
email: lnv8884@lausd.net 
1. What is the basic information for this class?

MEETING TIMES

	REGULAR DAY

	
	START
	END
	LENGTH

	Breakfast
	7:30 AM
	7:48 AM
	18 MINS

	Period 1
	7:48 AM
	8:43 AM
	55 MINS

	Period 2
	8:49 AM
	9:44 AM
	55 MINS

	Period 3
	9:50 AM
	10:45 AM
	55 MINS

	Lunch
	10:45 AM
	11:19 AM
	34 MINS

	Period 4
	11:25 AM
	12:20 PM
	55 MINS

	Period 5
	12:26 PM
	1:21 PM
	55 MINS

	Period 6
	1:27 PM
	2:22 PM
	55 MINS


	BANKED DAY

	
	START
	END
	LENGTH

	Breakfast
	7:30 AM
	7:47 AM
	17 MINS

	Period 1
	7:47 AM
	8:27 AM
	40 MINS

	Period 2
	8:33 AM
	9:13 AM
	40 MINS

	Period 3
	9:19 AM
	9:59 AM
	40 MINS

	Lunch
	9:59 AM
	10:34 AM
	35 MINS

	Period 4
	10:40 AM
	11:20 PM
	40 MINS

	Period 5
	11:26 PM
	12:06 PM
	40 MINS

	Period 6
	12:12 PM
	12:52 PM
	40 MINS


TARGET GROUP

Students enrolled in Algebra 1 A/B are dedicated to completing their high school education and may be actively pursuing a college pathway. The course is a high school A-G graduation requirement, and is also required to fulfill CSU/UC acceptance requirements. 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

This class fulfills the following: 


• Mathematics Credit, 10 credits total at the end of the year. {Year-long course}
LAUSD requires 3 years of Mathematics to be eligible for graduation, typically CC Algebra 1A/B, CC Geometry A/B and CC Algebra 2. Students are also required to pass the Mathematics portion of the CAHSEE in order to be eligible to graduate, which will be administered in March to 10th graders.
COLLEGE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
The University of California Regents have outlined eligibility requirements, each subject area categorized with letters A-G. Mathematics has the category C.
Students must take three years (four years recommended) of college-preparatory mathematics. All students must complete Algebra 1. The typical path of a college-bound student is shown in the table:
Table of UC Required Math Courses
	Discipline 
	Grade
Eight
	Grade
Nine
	Grade
Ten
	Grade
Eleven
	Grade
Twelve

	Algebra I 
	Required
	Required
	Required
	Required
	Required

	Geometry 
	Required
	Required
	Required
	Required
	Required

	Algebra II 
	Required
	Required
	Required
	Required
	Required

	Mathematical Analysis 
	n/a
	n/a
	Recommended
	Recommended
	Recommended

	Advanced Placement Probability and Statistics 
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	Elective
	Elective

	Advanced Placement Calculus AB/BC
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	Elective
	Elective


College-bound students will also be expected to take the SAT Subject Examination in Mathematics. To prepare, the practice SAT (PSAT), will be given to 10th graders in October. 11th graders should also take this, but it is optional.
Students who seek to enter AP courses to receive college credit (as well as high school credit!) should talk to their counselor. It may be necessary to take courses during summer session or at community colleges.
2. [image: image2.png]


What will we be studying and doing during this course? 

TEXTS 

(NOTE: All texts are provided)
· Required: SpringBoard Algebra 1        
You are responsible for paying for lost or damaged books! Having outstanding 
books on loan will prevent you from participating in graduation ceremonies! You 
will keep your book at home, and you will bring only the pages required for that week. 

TOOLS ( ( ( (
You must provide some materials: 
· Graph paper composition book/spiral — for this class ONLY.
· Pencils, pens, colored pencils— at least 4 colors.
· Scientific calculator (must have [sin], [cos], [tan] keys) 
Some tools are provided. If you are experiencing financial hardship, then please contact me to work out a way to provide materials. 
DESCRIPTION 


Students will study the key concepts algebra, known as the Common Core State Standards: Algebra 1 (Traditional Pathway) 

These can be found on the following website…….

      Corestandards.org/Math 

The Common Core Mathematical Practices are summarized as:

1.  Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

2.  Reason abstractly and quantitatively. They bring two complementary abilities to bear on problems involving quantitative relationships: the ability to decontextualize—to abstract a given situation—and the ability to contextualize—to probe into the referents for the symbols involved. 

3.  Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.

4.  Model with mathematics. Mathematically proficient students can apply the mathematics they know to solve problems arising in everyday life, society, and the workplace. 
5.  Use appropriate tools strategically. These tools might include pencil and paper, concrete models, a ruler, a protractor, a calculator, a spreadsheet, a computer algebra system, a statistical package, or dynamic geometry software. 
6.  Attend to precision.

7.  Look for and make use of structure.

8.  Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. Mathematically proficient students notice if calculations are repeated, and look both for general methods and for shortcuts.
3. What is your grading system? What can we expect for pop quizzes, tests, essays, or projects?
GRADING CATEGORIES             I DO NOT GIVE GRADES.  YOU EARN YOUR GRADE!
	Grade Category
& Weight
	Description

	Notebook / Journal

5 %
	Lessons are not passive activities. Lectures require attention, participation, and written work as a product. Questions and prompts will be posed during lectures. Students will be expected to keep notes in their lecture notebooks. Notes will also be used in class, to complete homework assignments, and on tests and quizzes. 

	Assessments

35 %
	Tests are based on the material covered prior to the exam and are summative.  Quizzes are designed to “check your progress” and are for intervention. There are NO pop quizzes, and you should expect a quiz every Tuesday. Students are expected to study their notes, ask questions in class, and work cooperatively to prepare. Tests and quizzes may be individual or collaborative. 

	Homework
15 %
	Homework is an essential part of the course. Students are responsible for submitting all assignments on time. Students caught cheating or copying will receive a zero and may not make up the assignment. Homework is for practice.

	Classwork
25 %
	Classwork is assigned daily. Any student absence will affect classwork grades. Classwork can be made up with a proper excuse.

	Projects

20 %
	Projects will happen at least once per grading period (every 5 weeks). Projects usually happen in groups and are a culminating task of the concepts we have learned.  

	Extra Credit

10 % max
	Extra Credit maxes out at 10% of the grade and is offered at teacher discretion. If you complete all your “regular credit” you won’t need extra credit. 


GRADING SCALE
Grading will generally follow the LAUSD rubric for grading. 
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	A++ = 100 + Extra credit
	
	
	
	

	A+  = 97 – 99 
	B+ = 87 – 89 
	C+ = 73 – 79
	D+ = 59 – 58
	

	A     = 94 – 96 
	B    = 84 – 86  
	C    = 66 – 72  
	D    = 57 
	F   = 50 – 54

	A–   = 90 – 93 
	B–  = 80 – 83 
	C–  = 60 – 65
	D-   = 55 – 56 
	F–  = 0 (Missing or Cheating)


4. How much homework can a student expect?
Assignments 

Practice is essential for learning mathematics. I am sure that all of you have mastered a skill by practicing with determination, whether it was a sport, musical instrument, or learning a life skill like cooking. The math student needs a similar level of focus and determination in this class.  The student can expect about 40 minutes of homework each day.   
5. What will make this class interesting?
METHODS 
Students always ask “When will I need to use this in real life?” The goal of this class is not just to teach Algebra, but also to teach it within the context of real-world applications and problems. I will use a variety of teaching and learning techniques, including (but not limited to):
· lectures: direct instruction, teacher-based, student will be taking notes
· cooperative learning: discovery-based, student-based, student will develop rules to problem-solve
· project learning: long-term, research-based, product creation

· problem solving: cognitive thinking, logic, proof
The class will be challenging to students, but by working together as a class, all students should be able to attain the learning goals. 

6. Will you be available to help us outside of class?
TUTORING
Students will be able to take advantage of after-school tutoring opportunities. Students who attend tutoring will receive extra credit. Students may be required to attend tutoring if they are falling too far behind, in which case a parent conference will be called. 
7. Class rules are aligned to school rules!
ABSENCES
Every student should be in class everyday, on time, and prepared to learn with the required materials.  It is very disruptive to class whenever a student arrives late.  If the child has an unexcused tardy, they will lose participation points and will also receive a zero on any assignments they missed. Tardiness will therefore affect the grade! In order to be on time for the first period, every student should be on campus by 7:20 am. 

In the event of a student’s absence, they are required to make up any work missed by either working on their tasks at home, scheduling time with the teacher after school, or during lunch. Extra help and time will be given to complete those missed assignments. In the event of truancy or suspension, the student is not entitled to make up missed assignments, per LAUSD policy. If the student’s family plans an extended absence, the student and his/her family should schedule a parent conference to develop a plan for the student.  
CONDUCT
Every student should present and review with their parent/guardian all of the above.  Both of these documents need to be returned to me with both sets of signatures and daytime phone numbers.  Essentially, I expect every child to obey the school and class rules and procedures. They are based on common courtesy and respect – and are designed to create a safe and secure learning environment. 
Don’t worry— I will call home if I feel I need a parent’s help in assisting their child. As always, my door is open to parents and guardians for visits. If you need a more detailed conference, please make an appointment.
CELL PHONES & ELECTRONICS
Cell phones, sidekicks, CD players, headphones are NOT allowed in class.  Occassionally, students will be allowed to use them for class projects, but use is at the teacher’s discretion. Mrs.Vasquez is not repsonsible for lost or stolen items. Confiscated items are turned into the Main Office. Please contact the Main Office for any further questions.
SUMMARY OF CLASSROOM RULES (My Rules)
1) Respect EVERYONE and EVERYTHING.
2) No EATING or DRINKING in class, only water..

3) The bell DOES NOT dismiss you, I do.
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